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Minutes of the CLRSS Board Meeting
Monday, September 9th, 2019
6:30 p.m. at Country Grocer Meeting Room.
In attendance: (secretary will delete names as appropriate)
Board members: Jean Atkinson, Judy Brayden, Chantelle Carden, Rosemary Danaher, Diana Gunderson,
Parker Jefferson, Lyndon Keeping, Mike Patrick and Ken Traynor.
CLRSS Members: Lois Atchison, Jim Deck, Bee Greenway, Maureen Quested and Katharine Staiger.
Guests: Kurt Combs, Cliff Holmes, CVRD Area I Director, Klaus Kuhn, CVRD Chair, CWB CO-Chair and CVRD
Area F Director, Ian Morrison, and CWB Executive Director, Tom Rutherford.
Absent with regrets: Christine Brophy, , Rick Bryan, Karen Deck, Joe Saysell, Genevieve Singleton Lyle Kuchmak,
Cate MacNeill, Peter Noble and Lake Cowichan Mayor, Rod Peters.
Note: The CLRSS Board welcomes the opportunity to meet and to involve the membership in the society’s
decision-making process. Therefore, all members and community are welcome to attend and to participate in
the meeting discussion. While all opinions may influence decision-making, only Board members may
move/second or vote on motions.
Item

Action: What? By Whom? When?

Introductions of members with reminder about our meeting conduct
guideline.
Using the Fourfold Way we:
● respect each other by having just one speaker at a time
● expect people to speak from the heart with passion
● expect people to show up to solve problems and
● expect people to speak without blame.
NOTE: Priority for this very, full meeting agenda: Items have been
ordered so that ongoing and/or emergent issues are dealt with first.
Reports have been ordered to respect the fact that some individuals
have to leave early. We appreciate their time in this busy stewardship
season.
In an effort to reduce the meeting length, could report presenters
please consider this guide: What is it that we all absolutely need to
leave this meeting having learned form your report? Thank you.
Agenda:
RMS Mike Patrick/Lyndon Keeping that the agenda be adopted as
amended. CARRIED
Minutes of the previous meeting:
RMS Judy Brayden/Chantelle Carden that the minutes of the August
12th, 2019 CLRSS Board meeting be accepted as amended. CARRIED
CSSP Report: Christine Brophy was absent. Ken Traynor reported on
the Cowichan Shoreline Stewardship Project. While it is not entirely
clear what the future CLRSS involvement in shoreline restoration will
look like, we will move forward in some form. Diana Gunderson
reported that both LCS students and CSSP employees, Jordy and
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NOTE: A CLRSS and LCS
collaborative volunteer work party
will be required for upkeep on
Friendship Trail in Lake Cowichan.
A call-out for volunteers will be
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Ryder, are both entering grade 12 and are interested in being part of
the program next year. We have been extremely fortunate in the
calibre of students who have been involved in the y6-year long
program. On three occasions this year, the students worked with
Parker Jefferson on the salmon rescue work.

made in September. Christine
Brophy will confirm the date with
Diana Gunderson.

Business Arising from the Minutes and Old Business:
1. The procedure for implementation of the CLRSS Policy on
Acceptance of Donations/Sponsorships: Judy Brayden reported
that while we have a policy, now we need to draft a simple
procedures document.
2. The CLRSS Re-visioning process update: Ken Traynor, Katharine
Staiger, Jean Atkinson and Judy Brayden reviewed their proposal
for the re-visioning process: using the SOAR model and that we
undertake the first two steps as agenda items at the October and
November Board meetings (those absent would be asked to give
ideas in email). We would begin at 5:00 on both the meeting
dates, work for up to 60 minutes, have a dinner break and then
proceed with the usual Board meeting. Trish McAdie has kindly
agreed to prepare a survey for the general membership and all
of those past members and attendees whose names we have on
file. The timeline for completion by the members of the survey
would be October 15 – Oct 31, 2019, after which time the
information will be collated and prepared for inclusion in the next
two steps. Ken Traynor and Jean Atkinson will review the Royal
Roads submission and add this input as well. On the day-long
facilitated session, Beth Page would lead attendees thru the last
two parts of SOAR.
3. Jet Ski issue on the Cowichan River: Ken Traynor reported that
the Town of Lake Cowichan has a bylaw about jet ski use
4. CLRSS Annual River Clean-Up Report: Co-chairs Judy Brayden
and Diana Gunderson have distributed the RCU Report and
Recommendations package and will appreciate feedback/
comments and ratification at the October Board Meeting. (See
Appendix 5 below). Diana Gunderson expressed thanks to the
committee members for their stellar effort this year.
Lower river clean-up report: Tom Rutherford reported that 2019
saw 127 volunteers, the largest number to date, and reported
that the partnership with the local Rotary Club was very helpful.

Item 1: The Executive Committee
with assistance from Mike Patrick,
Rosemary Danaher, Chantelle
Carden and Judy Brayden will
undertake this procedural work and
will bring a recommendation back
to the Board for approval asap.

5. Fry rescue: Parker Jefferson reported that the 2019 fry rescue is
complete. The team of volunteers (CLRSS/CWB, Paper
Excellences, Cowichan Tribes and local fisherman, Joe Saysell)
working for 16 weeks have rescued over 65,000 fry. An interesting
discovery was that DNA test results from fin clips that had been
collected over the past years, showed that some of the samples
were a form of hybrid chinook and coho species.
6. September 28th Quw’ut’sun Cowichan River Celebration 10:00 –
3:00 p.m.
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Item 2: RMS Rosemary
Danaher/Diana Gunderson that the
proposal as outlined be accepted.
CARRIED

Item 3: Ken Traynor will contact
Mayor Peters and discuss the
enforcement of the bylaw and
will report back at the next
Board meeting.
Item 4: Suggested CLRSS Annual
River Clean-up Mission Statement:
It is the goal of this event to provide
an opportunity for members of the
larger community to share in the
care and cleanliness of our
heritage river, experiencing the
cammaredie and shared, public
responsibility for this precious asset.

Item 6: It was agreed that Ken
Traynor, Rosemary Danaher, Judy
Brayden, Chantelle Carden, Lois
Atchison, Jean Atkinson and Diana
Gunderson will represent CLRSS at
the event. Set-up details will be
forthcoming.
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Cowichan Watershed Board report and Weir Ready Campaign:
Tom Rutherford, CWB Executive Director, reported that Paper
Excellence has begun pumping water over the weir. The water level
in the Cowichan Lake is lower now than it has ever been.
∙
He referred to the BC Salmon Restoration and Innovation funding
announcement and reported that a search is underway to fill the
position of Project Manager.
∙
He reported that the Koksilah River is now running at 2% of its
mean annual discharge – below critical flow levels. Hence, Section
88 of the BC Water Sustainability Act has been invoked. This limits
some agricultural license holders from extracting water at this time.
∙
Water and land management remain key talking points and at
the recent 75+ Celebration in Lake Cowichan, the CWB crews
engaged with 24 separate, community members about the water
level issue. Of the 24, only 1 response was negative (specifically
about the issue of pumping).
∙
Further, the BC Freshwater Legacy Initiative has funded the
production of a video by the CWB and also attendance of CWB rep
at a Board of Governors meeting of the Real Estate Board of BC
∙
In an unprecedented move, the CWB has been asked to act as a
referral agent by the Municipality of North Cowichan in regard to the
expansion request by Vancouver Island Motorsports.
∙
Timber West recently sponsored a tour of three forest sites that
was attended by several members of the CWB and the CVRD Board
of Directors.
∙
CLRSS Board members were assured that “the Partners” will be
working together to make more information about the work
associated with the BCSRIF grant available and distributed widely
once more details are known.
CVRD Report: Ian Morrison, CVRD Board Chair and Area F Regional
Director reported on various media events around the Federal
government watershed announcement.
● He reported that there are presently three outstanding shoreline
infractions: Youbou, on the river and in Honeymoon Bay.
● The Couverdon Realty development application (Area F) is
coming forward for third reading soon.
● The Little Beach rezoning application has gone to committee.
● He reiterated that the weir synopsis prepared by CWB/CVRD
needs to come to the shoreline owners. When the next concrete
steps are understood this campaign will appear.
● The CWB Weir Ready door-hangers are going into the mailboxes
in the Youbou are very soon. The issue of delivering door-hangers
to summer residents in Youbou was referred to the Landowner
Education Committee.
● Members were reminded to send the names of potential I Weir
Ready interviewees to Ken Traynor and then to Jill Thompson for
use in the summary.

NOTE: The progress on these
shoreline infractions will be
reviewed as part of this report at
subsequent meetings.

Treasurer’s Report: See Appendix 2 below or sent separately.
RMS Lyndon Keeping/Judy Brayden that the report be accepted as
printed/distributed. CARRIED

NOTE: The members agreed that it
would not be necessary to have a
report prepared for the October

CLRSS DRAFT Board Meeting Minutes – September 9th, 2019

4
Board meeting, as the Treasurer will
be away.
Communications/Education as needed: Chantelle Carden reported
that the Weir Ready campaign will be highlighted on facebook etc.,
this term.
Landowner Education: Ken Traynor updated the members on the
Lake Levels and Your Beach progress to date. (see Appendix 6
attached as a separate file). He noted that the strata organization
model is useful in dissemination of information.
Gerald Thom Memorial Native Plant Garden: Bee Greenway
reported her thanks to all for the time and enthusiasm poured into this
project. It turned out very well, and now the public can come and
enjoy learning a bit about native plants that can be incorporated
into a garden in their own yard; plus Caroline Thom was very touched
at the tribute to Gerald. I’d like to think he would have been pleased
to see it groomed up so nicely now. Secondly, it’s our opportunity to
pick a direction for adding river rocks to the border of the interior
pathway of the Garden.
The Issue of Blackberry Removal at Saywell Park: Members noted
that it is time again to undertake this clean-up, however we do not
have a “leader “for this piece.

Fundraising Report: Maureen Quested reported that there are no
plans for fundraising events in between now and the 2020 AGM.
Retail Sales Report: Rosemary Danaher reported sales for August at
$280. Profit $76.98; Gifted $137.64
Social Report: Rosemary Danaher NIL report
Membership Report: Mike Patrick reported that:
● at the River Clean Up event, we sold 9 memberships in total, 4
of which were new members
● our membership presently stands at 92, very close to the
magic 100 mark we shoot for every year. If you know of any
prospects, please pursue them.
● and . . .
o 22 % of our members joined this year
o 13% of our members have been with us since the
formation of the Society
o 3% of our members are lifetime members
o 12% of our members joined last year and renewed
again this year
o 14% of our members have been with us for at least
three years (not necessarily consecutive years)
o 36% of our members have been with us for between 4
and 8 years (not necessarily consecutive years)
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NOTE: This will be referred to the
upcoming Executive committee
agenda.
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Strategic Plan Committee Reports - Due to length of meeting agenda,
NIL reports may be recorded.
A. Regional Meetings:
i.) Stewardship Roundtable – Co-chair, Parker Jefferson
reported that the fall meeting schedule begins on September
19th, 2019.
B. Land Stewardship:
i.) CSSP – See above
C. Water Stewardship:
i.) Water monitoring:
a. Ken Traynor commented on the Oxybenzone Residues
found in the upper Cowichan River - August 2019 (See
REVISED Appendix 4 below). Further follow-up will be
reported at future meetings
b. Bee Greenway reported that due to other CLRSS
activities such as River Clean Up and dedication of
the GTMNP Garden, only 2 readings were done in
August. However, this meets the provincial goal of 12
readings. Lake clarity remains excellent with
temperature remaining above 21 degrees, even 3M
down. They will do 1 or 2 more readings in September.
ii.) Stream signage – NIL report.
RMS Diana Gunderson/Rosemary Danaher that the above reports be
adopted as presented. CARRIED
New Business:
1. ROWLAC (Right of Way Lake Cowichan) the background was
provided by Ken Traynor (see letter Appendix 3 below). Directors
Kuhn and Morrison reported that MOTI will only look at the
highway ROW individually and if in fact the neighbours agree to
reclaim the ROW. Jean Atkinson questioned the involvement of
CLRSS at this time with lake access issues. We were reminded
that this is no longer a CLRSS goal because the action that we
had undertaken was completed, however should this be
identified as an interest area at the upcoming re-visioning session,
the goals could alter.
Motion to Adjourn Rosemary Danaher at 8:30 p.m.

Important dates:
● Saturday, September 28th Quw’ut’sun Cowichan River
Celebration 10:00 – 3:00 p.m.
● Monday, October 7th CLRSS Re-visioning and regular Board
Meeting – 5:00 – 6:30 location TBA - for re-visioning and
dinner, followed by the regular Board meeting.
● Monday, November 4th CLRSS Re-visioning and regular
Board Meeting – 5:00 – 6:30 location TBA - for re-visioning
and dinner, followed by the regular Board meeting.
● Saturday, November 16, 2019 – time and location TBA –
daylong re-visioning session with facilitator, Beth Page.
● Monday, December 2nd Regular CLRSS Board Meeting – 6:30
Country Grocer meeting room
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NOTE: Ken Traynor will forward the
letter to CVRD Chair, Director
Morrison, who will seek staff advise
on this.
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Appendix 2: August, 2019 Treasurer’s Report – Lyndon Keeping
CASH in Bank

Cheques/Transfers

Available Cash

CLRSS General Account

10,449.57

260.5

11,662.07

to be deposited

1,473.00

Salmon fry rescue funds

1,577.40

Total Cash Available for CLRSS General Activities
Bursary Account Total

$10,084.67
$5,830.98

Comments: Additional costs for merchandise replacement has been approved for $750.00
$280 in retail sales revenue at RCU not included
CLRSS 2019/20 Financial Report Budget to Actual - 31/08/2019
Revenue
CODE
Total

Category

Expenditures

Budget

Actual

CODE
Total

Category

Actual

10,500.00

4,265.81

Revenue

8500

7,783.84

4100

Memberships

1300

1,360.00

5270

Signs

300

0

4110

Donations

2000

3,261.45

5610

Accounting

100

0

1500

87.34

50

50

4200

Sales

4460

Fundraising
Interest

Expenditures

Budget

590

625.88

5615

Public
Information

4600

2,532.00

5625

BCLSS

10

4.51

5630

Society Fees

125

190

5640

Printing Costs

400

191.54

5650

Purchase for
Sales

400

692.78

5660

Gifted Apparel

5685

Insurance

5690

Bank Charges

5700

Office
Expenses

5730

290.4
300

0

25

89.65

300

85.57

Courses & Mtgs

0

345.42

5735

CSSP Activities

500

520

5736

River CU

1000

739.66

5737

Fundraising
Expenses

100

0
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5740

Misc. other

300

18.64

5900

Scholarship
Fund

800

608.00

6000

Fry Rescue

300

356.81

2000.00

2000.00

500

333.9

1000

37.69

500

0

Land owner
Education video
GT Memorial
Garden
Website Update
Strategic Plan

Appendix 3: ROWLAC – from John Ivison

Briefing Document- ROWLAC- revised Aug 26th 2019
1. This briefing document is to bring current members of ROWLAC up to speed. This document has been
revised based on discussions with the Cowichan Valley Regional District (CVRD) and the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI).
2. We met with CVRD in May and sent a letter to Brian Farquhar of CVRD Parks and Recreation on June 3rd
2019 summarising the results of the first meeting.
3. Since then we have had a meeting with Klaus Kuhn, the area rep. for Youbou and have discussed ROWs with
both the MOTI and CVRD. Both bodies have been cooperative and the MOTI have been the most helpful.
Jessica Learn of MOTI has expressed interest in attending the first formal meeting of ROWLAC. We are
currently reviewing the schedule so that all members can attend.
4. There are 3 situations identified on the MOTI site for situations resulting in action on ROWs.
● Complaints by the public (such as neighbours).
● Action by community groups- generally volunteer efforts
● Improvements. In such cases CVRD or other body takes the lead. They apply to MOTI for permit. In
such cases the CVRD or other body will enter into an agreement with MOTI covering the
improvements and agreeing to cover the maintenance under a Licence of Occupation.
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5. CVRD have a limited budget in terms of improvements to ROWs. The Area representative is responsible for
bringing forth improvements to the CVRD Board. These are dealt with under the Parks and Recreation
budget.
6. Undeveloped ROWs are dealt with directly with the MOTI under either:
● Adopt a Highway programme. The Adopt a Highway program enables litter pickup, invasive species
reporting, landscaping and limited vegetation removal such as raking and clearing without the use of
power tools or machinery. If there is community interest in minor clean up projects then a volunteer
group can apply to the Adopt a Highway program. Permission to do landscaping and clean up work
will still require engagement with all water access neighbors prior to work approval.
● Application for MOTI permit. Presumably this would apply where the works do not fully align with
the Adopt a Highway criteria (awaiting MOTI clarification)
7. In order to give clearance of ROWs the priority it is essential that ROWLAC advocate for action at the CVRD,
MOTI as well as provincially with the local MLA and others. This will necessitate an assessment of existing
ROWs and encroachments/complaints and behaviour contrary to the public interest. Also essential are:
● Priority of action (s)/improvements on ROWs.
● Schedules of desired improvements and priorities for implementation.
● Estimations of cost of improvements- in conjunction with CVRD or other bodies.
● Advocacy including Issuing notices to adjacent properties identifying potential issues/violations of public
access/encroachments etc.
● Dispute resolutions- to be discussed at next meeting.
● Community feedback on success of programme, maintenance and emerging needs of ROWs and
appropriate community- sensitive facilities that should be taken forward and acted on by MOTI, CVRD
and other agencies.
8. Publicity in order to provide community awareness of ROWs actions necessary, volunteer and other
efforts/improvements.

Budgets:
●

●

●
●

Parks and Recreation are primarily responsible for tangible improvements to Parks. They do not currently have a
budget to undertake improvement works and consequently their current position appears to be that little can
be done to resolve the ROW issues. We intend to maintain a good ongoing relationship with CVRD to highlight
the need for action.
ROWLAC’s remit is to bring an awareness of ROW issues to CVRD and MOTI in order to ensure that the
community need for ROWs is met and that both MOTI and CVRD are made aware of the current shortcomings of
the ROWs and the need for allocations of funding to resolve these issues in the public interest. This may need
attention at all levels of the government.
As part of this programme we need to be able to make the public aware of ROWLAC’s activities and changes to
ROWs needed. Consequently, ROWLAC needs to have a significant publicity component.
ROWLAC should seek to secure whatever funding is available through various sources. This funding can then be
factored into cost components of projects and will also cover the minor costs associated with administration.

Next Steps:
●

Fine tune the ROWLAC identity and have letterhead and logo produced.
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●
●
●

Schedule first formal meeting of ROWLAC. MOTI have indicated that they will attend (we are currently
addressing the schedule). Discuss CVRD attendance and way forward.
Revise and issue briefing documents under auspices of the committee.
Meet with CVRD and MOTI to reach a consensus on the way forward.

Prepared for AD HOC discussion at next meeting: scheduled for September 13th , 2019.

Appendix 4: Oxybenzone Residues found in the upper Cowichan River - August 2019
Summary: This project is a collaboration between BCCF, the Cowichan Watershed Board and CLRSS using
funding from a HCTF Seed Grant and the BC MOE. The project objective is to determine whether residues from
the sunscreen agent oxybenzone are present in the waters of the Cowichan River and at what levels. On
Monday, August 5th 2019, between 3:03 and 4:06 PM Ken Traynor of CLRSS collected water samples at four
locations in the upper 3.8 km of the Cowichan River. Samples were immediately put on ice and stored overnight
in the fridge and shipped by cooler, packed in ice by overnight courier on August 6th to ALS Environmental Labs
in Burnaby. ALS in Burnaby forwarded the samples to the ALS Global Lab in Kelso Washington for testing.
Sample sites were chosen to reflect increased exposure to tuber time in the river from entry below the weir in
Saywell Park to exit at Little Beach, often taking 3 hours of travel time. The fourth site is below the Town of Lake
Cowichan sewage treatment plant outfall which could be a second entry for sunscreen residues in the river.
At least 2,086 tubers were directly observed in the river by Ken Traynor over the 3-day, long weekend, which can
be taken as a minimum number in the river. 838 tubers, 7 per minute, were observed over 2 hours between 2:40
and 4:40 PM on August 4th, passing below the Greendale Trestle. On the day of sampling, between 3 and 4:30
PM a total of 443 tubers were counted near the sample locations.
Results show trace amounts of oxybenzone at detectable levels at all four sample sites ranging from 68 ng/L near
the most common tuber entry point below the weir to 570 ng/L (8.4 times higher) at the Little Beach exit point. (
1ng/L is 1 part per trillion )
Sample Results as Reported by ALS Global Labs August 28, 2019
(Four samples taken by Ken Traynor on Monday August 5th between 3:03 and 4:06 PM Air
Temperature of 30 degrees and river flow of 4.5 cms )
Sample Location

Analyte

Result

MRL

Units

EPA Method*

Cowichan River@ pedestrian
bridge 280m d/s from Weir

Oxybenzone

68

23

ng/L

1694

Cowichan River @ Greendale Trestle
1.4 km d/s from weir

Oxybenzone

300

23

ng/L

1694

Cowichan River @ Little Beach 2.8
km d/s from weir

Oxybenzone

570

23

ng/L

1694

Cowichan River d/s of TLC sewage
outfall pipe 3.8 km d/s from weir

Oxybenzone

360

23

ng/L

1694

* EPA Method 1694 determines pharmaceuticals and personal care products (PPCPs) in environmental samples
by high performance liquid chromatography combined with tandem mass spectrometry (HPLC/MS/MS) using
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isotope dilution and internal standard quantitation techniques. This method has been developed for use with
aqueous, solid, and biosolids matrices. Method Reporting Limit (MRL) is 23ng/L.

Appendix 5:

2018 and 2019 CLRSS Annual River Cleanup Volunteer Count by Area
Section or Task

2018 Captains

2018
Boats

2018 Total
Volunteers

2019 Captains

2019 Boats

2019
Volunteers

2018 Section A:
Upper Pool Weir to
Duck Pond
2019 Section A:
Upper Pool –
footbridge to public
wharf at Saywell Park

Di Gunderson

2

9

Jean Atkinson

6

Section B:
2018 Footbridge to
Car Bridge
Section C:
Big Pool (down river
from the Car Bridge)

John West

0

12

Joe Saysell

2:
Norm
McGeachy in
Bee’s boat,
Ryder
Wise/Jordan
Convery in
Orca boat,
Kirk Combs (?)
1:
Joe Saysell

Alex Werk

3

13

Ken
Traynor/Christ
ine Brophy

23

Section D:
Big Pool to Greendale
Trestle
Section E:
Greendale Trestle to
Little Beach
Section I:
Stoltz Pool to Sandy
Pool
Kayaks and Canoes
on the river
(Paddlesport
Community)
Skutz Falls to Marie
Canyon including the
shoreline
Divers

Leroy Van
Wieren

0

16

Brent Clancy

4:
John
McCormick,
Rod Tipton,
Gary Matson
Paul Zozula
0

Ken Traynor

0

10

Mike Saysell

10

Parker
Jefferson

1

4

Parker
Jefferson

1: Raft
Chris Morley,
Mike Saysell
Tubes

Rick Bryan

2

2

Rick Bryan

10 boats

10

Christine
Brophy

0

12

Included in
other counts
(11)

n/a
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11

3

11

Total Volunteers in
Water

Section H:
Skutz Falls Park
shoreline only
On Land only Duck
Pond, Little Beach,
Saywell Park
On site general
duties/sorting/ bottle
drive

8

74

Jean Atkinson

0

8

none

0

Lois Atchison,
Rosemary
Danaher,
Maureen
Quested, Judy
Brayden

Boats/rafts
and kayaks
total 18

72

NOT DONE
THIS YEAR

0

0

8

None

0

21

42

Diana
Gunderson,
Judy Brayden,
Maureen
Quested, Bee
Greenway,
Lois Atchison,
Rosemary
Danaher,
Katharine
Staiger, Carrol
Patrick,
Lyndon
Keeping,
Karen Deck,
Jim Deck,
Mike Patrick,
Leroy Van
Wieren,
Dennis Peters,
Marion Van
Wieren.
Chantelle
Carden,
Caroline Thom
, SAR (3)
Included in
other counts
(3) Leroy
VanWieren,
Teri Takiyama
and Dennis
Peters

0

50

Truck Drivers:

Total Volunteers on
Land

58
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0

71

12

Grand Total
Volunteers

132

Appendix 7: Attached as separate file.
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